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Daaly rainfall at Weather Bureau etatione betureen the Afieaiasippi River and ihe Rocky Mountaim, May 16-31, 1803. 
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tion of the British Isles during t,he first decade of the month. 
and from the 13th to the 16th and 20th to the 24th barometric 
disturbances were central near the north of Scot1:tnd. From 
the SEitli to the 27th the barometer was high over the Britisli 
Isles. 

Storms of marked severity were not reported on the North 
Atlantic Ocean nor on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, the Great 
Lakes. and the north Pacific coast of the United States. 011 
the California coast high iiortliwest winds prevailed during 
the latter half of the month. 

BOSTON FORECAST DISTRICT. 

Except the severe drought, which prevailed throughout the 
month in all sections of tlie district, the weather of the innnth 
was uneventful. One storm wariiiiig was ordered on tlie E t l i ,  
which was fully justified along the iuidclle and northern coast, 
and no storms or high winds occurred for which warnings were 
not issued.-J. I f :  h’i / i  i th ,  F O I ’ C C ~ ~ S ~  O[ficin/. 

NEW ORLEANS FORECAST DISTRICT. 

The month opened unseasonably cold, with the lowest tern- 
peratures on record during the first decade of May in some 
parts of the district. The forecasts issued for the above con- 
ditions on the last clay of April were discussecl in tlie report 
for that iuontli. The frost on the 1st and 2cl materially in- 
jured cotton in smile places. Trnck gardens were success- 
fully protected. Storm warnings were issued for parts of 
the coast on tlie loth,  lGth, and 28th. Brisk to high wiiids 
occurred during the displa-ys. As a whole, the month was 
unusually milcl. 

The river continued falling slowly during the month; i t  
was above danger line a t  New Orleans until the 22d and a t  
Melville. La., a t  the close of the month. As the water recedes 
from the overflowed districts, data arc’ being gathered relative 
to the extent of tlie overflow and damage resulting therefrom. 

Efforts to close the crevasse a t  Hymelia, 40 miles above New 
Orleans, proved unsuccessful. and the work has been aban- 
doned. The mater is receding very slowly from the over- 
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flowecl district in the vicinity of this crevasse. Full report on 
the high mater is being prepared as rapidly as possible.--I. Jf. 
C ‘ l i w ,  Forwrist Q&ioI. 

CHIOAGO FORECAST DISTRIOT. 

The Lakes were unusually free from severe storms; the only 
storin of coilsequence occurred near the end of the month. for 
which warnings were sent out well in aclvaiice. No casualties 
of note, due to stress of weather, were reported-H. J. C‘OJ*, 
Prc!li’r;so i *  r!f J / t h  ivlwiy. 

SAN FRANUISOO FOREUAST DISTRICT. 

Tlie month was, as a whole, exceptionally dry. A t  San 
Francisco the iuoiith was the driest since 1873, and in general 
this is true for a large portion of the State. Taken in con- 
nection mitli tlie dry period during tlie latter lialf of April, 
the result was an unfavorable period for the successful ma- 
turing of crops. An interesting question also arise8 as to 
whether a progressive easterly movement of this dry period 
can be traced from the Pacific coast to the Rocky Mountain 
region and, possibly, to the great central valley. The accom- 
panying table of  total air movenients shows the extended 
duration of high winds along the C’alifornia coast. At Point 
Reyes Light. Cal., for a period of nine consecutive clays, the 
total air moveiiient recorded was 11,223 miles, or an average 
hourly inoveiuent exceeding 50 miles. (See the special report 
on a subsequent page.) 

The beginning of tlie month was marked by a distribution 
of pressure similar to that shown on Chart IV, Sea Level 

1Bo3, a depression of nioclerate depth passed over Washington, 
Vancouver Island, and British Columbia, and for a brief period 
the winds on tlie Pacific coast were from the southeast. There 
was a quick reversion. however, to the type of pressure dis- 
tribution first, described. and for the balance of the month 
high northwest win& prevailed with little cessation. The 
total air movements for the month are as follows: 

Pressure, ~ ~ O N T H L T  WEATHER REVIEW, May, 1908. o n  May 12, 


